
   

     

 

  

  

  

   
  

  
  

  

  

 
  

  

  
  

  

 

 

 
   

 
 

    
 

 
 

 
  

 

 

July 2021 Airport Improvement Program DOT 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

ASSISTANCE LISTING 20.106 AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

I. PROGRAM OBJECTIVES 

Note: This program is considered a “higher risk” program for 2021, pursuant to 2 CFR section 
200.519(c)(2). Refer to the “Programs with Higher Risk Designation” section of Part 8, 
Appendix IV, Internal Reference Tables, for a discussion of the impact of the “higher risk” 
designation on the major program determination process. 

The objective of the Airport Improvement Program (AIP) is to assist sponsors, owners, or 
operators of public-use airports in the development of a nationwide system of airports adequate 
to meet the needs of civil aeronautics. 

II. PROGRAM PROCEDURES 

States, counties, municipalities, US territories and possessions, and other public agencies, 
including Indian tribes or Pueblos (sponsors) are eligible for airport development grants if the 
airport on which the development is required is listed in the National Plan of Integrated Airport 
Systems (NPIAS). Applications for grants must be submitted to the appropriate Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) Airports Office. Primary airport sponsors must notify FAA by January 31 
or another date specified in the Federal Register of their intent to apply for funds to which they 
are entitled under Pub. L. No. 97-248 (49 USC Chapter 31). A reminder is published annually in 
the Federal Register. Other sponsors are encouraged to submit early in the fiscal year and to 
contact the appropriate FAA Airports Office for any local deadlines. Sponsors must formally 
accept grant offers no later than September 30 for grant funds appropriated for that fiscal year. 

Source of Governing Requirements 

This program is authorized by 49 USC Chapter 471. 

Availability of Other Program Information 

Additional program information is provided in FAA Order 5100.38D, Airport Improvement 
Program Handbook (available at AIP Handbook – Office of Airports (faa.gov)) and FAA 
Advisory Circulars in the 150/5100 series (available at 
http://www.faa.gov/airports/resources/advisory_circulars/). The FAA also maintains an Airports 
Federal Register Notices page available at Federal Register Notices (FRNs) for Airport 
Programs (faa.gov). 

Program related questions may be directed to Patricia Dickerson, FAA Airports Financial 
Assistance Division, at 202-267-9297 (direct) and 202-267-3831 (main) or by e-mail at 
patricia.a.dickerson@faa.gov. Questions related to the revenue diversion and other compliance 
requirements may be directed to Olu Okegbenro, FAA Airport Compliance Division at 202-267-
3785 (direct) and 202-267-3446 (main) or by e-mail at Olu.Okegbenro@faa.gov. 
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July 2021 Airport Improvement Program DOT 

III. COMPLIANCE REQUIREMENTS 

In developing the audit procedures to test compliance with the requirements for this 
federal program, the auditor must determine, from the following summary (also included 
in Part 2, “Matrix of Compliance Requirements”), which of the 12 types of compliance 
requirements have been identified as subject to the audit (noted with a “Y” in the summary 
matrix below), and then determine which of the compliance requirements that are subject 
to the audit are likely to have a direct and material effect on the federal program at the 
auditee. For each such compliance requirement subject to the audit, the auditor must use 
Part 3 (which includes generic details about each compliance requirement other than 
Special Tests and Provisions) and this program supplement (which includes any program-
specific requirements) to perform the audit. When a compliance requirement is shown in 
the summary below as “N,” it has been identified as not being subject to the audit. Auditors 
are not expected to test requirements that have been noted with an “N.” See the Safe 
Harbor Status discussion in Part 1 for additional information. 
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A. Activities Allowed or Unallowed 

1. Activities Allowed 

Grants can be made for planning, constructing, improving, or repairing a public-
use airport or portions thereof and for acquiring safety or security equipment. 
Eligible terminal building development is limited to non-revenue-producing 
public-use areas that are directly related to the movement of passengers and 
baggage in air carrier and commuter service terminal facilities within the 
boundaries of the airport. Eligible construction is limited to items of work and to 
the quantities listed in the grant description and/or special conditions (49 USC 
47110). 

2. Activities Unallowed 

a. In general, federal funds cannot be expended for: 
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b. 

(1) Passenger automobile parking facilities and portions of terminals 
that are revenue-producing or not directly related to the safe 
movement of passengers and baggage at the airports, and 

(2) Costs incurred before the execution of the grant agreement, unless 
such costs are for land, necessary costs in formulating a project, or 
costs covered by a letter of intent. However, an airport designated 
by the FAA as a primary airport may use passenger entitlement 
funding made available under 49 USC 47114(c) for costs incurred 
(1) prior to the execution of the grant agreement; (2) in accordance 
with the airport layout plan approved by the FAA; and (3) 
according to all statutory and administrative requirements that 
would have applied had work on the project not commenced until 
after the grant agreement had been executed (49 USC 
47110(b)(2)(C)). 

The following are examples of items for which FAA funds cannot be 
expended (FAA Order 5100.38D, Airport Improvement Program 
Handbook, and FAA Advisory Circulars in the 150/5100 series). 

(1) Emergency planning. 

(2) Decorative landscaping, sculpture, or art works. 

(3) Communication systems except those used for safety/security. 

(4) Training facilities, except those included in an otherwise eligible 
project as an integral part of that project and that are of a relatively 
minor or incidental cost (i.e., less than 10 percent of the project 
cost). An example of an exception would be a training room 
included as part of a new Aircraft Rescue and Firefighting (ARFF) 
facility. Interactive training systems and “live fire” ARFF training 
facilities are eligible. 

(5) Roads of whatever length, exclusively for the purpose of 
connecting public parking facilities to an access road. 

(6) Roads serving solely industrial or non-aviation-related areas or 
facilities. 

(7) Equipment that is used by air traffic controllers such as Airport 
surface detection systems (ASDE). 

(8) Maintenance/service facilities except for those allowed to service 
required ARFF equipment. 

(9) Office/administrative equipment, including data processing 
equipment, computers, recorders, etc. 
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(10) Projects for the determination of latitude, longitude, and elevation 
except as an incidental part of master planning. 

3. Exception 

For a non-hub airport (one that accounts for less than 0.05 percent of total US 
passenger boardings), the FAA may approve as allowable costs the expenses of 
terminal development in a revenue-producing area and construction, repair, and 
improvement of parking lots (49 USC 47110(d)(2)). 

B.  Allowable Costs/Cost Principles 

Costs charged to federal funds under the AIP program must comply with the cost 
principles at 2 CFR Part 200, Subpart E, the AIP Handbook – Change 1 and any other 
requirements or restrictions on the use of federal funding. 

F. Equipment and Real Property Management 

Under this program, FAA is authorized by 49 USC 47107(c), as amended, to allow 
recipients to reinvest the proceeds from the disposition of real property acquired with 
federal awards for noise compatibility or airport development purposes. 

G. Matching, Level of Effort, Earmarking 

1.  Matching 

All match funding must be provided in compliance with the requirements of 2 
CFR Part 200.306. The grantee’s share of project costs on an AIP grant (also 
known as cost share) is defined in 49 USC 47109 and set forth in the grant award. 
The nonfederal share varies by airport size and is generally 25 percent for large 
and medium hub airports and 10 percent for all other airports. 

Acceptable match, whether cash or in-kind, must be allowable and eligible. In 
addition, match must be provided by the recipient; or provided as cash by a third 
party; or provided as in-kind by a third party; or any combination of cash and in-
kind provided by the recipient and/or a third party. 

2. Level of Effort 

Not Applicable 

3. Earmarking 

Not Applicable 
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L. Reporting 

1.  Financial Reporting 

a. SF-270, Request for Advance or Reimbursement – Applicable 

b.  SF-271, Outlay Report and Request for Reimbursement for Construction 
Programs – Applicable 

c. SF-425, Federal Financial Report – Applicable 

d.  FAA Form 5100-127, Operating and Financial Summary (OMB No. 2120-
0569) 

Sponsors of commercial service airports are required to submit this report, 
which captures revenues and expenditures at the airport, including revenue 
surplus.  

e. FAA Form 5100-126, Financial Government Payment Report (OMB No. 
2120-0569) 

This report captures amounts paid and services provided to other units of 
government. This reporting requirement technically applies to all sponsors 
of federally assisted airports who accepted grants with assurance no. 
26(d)(I)(ii); however, FAA is currently requiring submission only from 
commercial service airports. Commercial service airports are the airports 
most likely to generate excess revenue that could be diverted to non-
airport uses. 

2.  Performance Reporting 

Not Applicable 

3.  Special Reporting 

Not Applicable 

4. Special Reporting for Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act 

See Part 3.L for audit guidance. 

N. Special Tests and Provisions 

1. Wage Rate Requirements 

Compliance Requirements The Wage Rate Requirements are applicable to construction 
work for airport development projects (49 USC 47112). 
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See Part 4, 20.001 Wage Rate Requirements Cross-Cutting Section. 

2. Revenue Diversion 

Compliance Requirements The basic requirement for use of airport revenues is that all 
revenues generated by a public airport must be expended for the capital or operating costs 
of the airport, the local airport system, or other local facilities that are owned or operated 
by the owner or operator of the airport and are directly and substantially related to the 
actual air transportation of passengers or property. The limitation on the use of revenue 
generated by the airport shall not apply if the governing statutes controlling the owner’s 
or operator’s financing, that was in effect before September 3, 1982, provided for the use 
of any revenue from the airport to support not only the airport but also the airport owner’s 
or operator’s general debt obligations or other facilities (49 USC 47107(b)). Policies and 
Procedures Concerning the Generation and Use of Airport Revenue, issued February 16, 
1999 (64 FR 7695), contains definitions of airport revenue and unlawful revenue 
diversion; provides examples of airport revenue; and describes permitted and prohibited 
uses of airport revenue. The policy can be obtained from FAA’s Airports Federal 
Register Notices page (Federal Register Notices (FRNs) for Airport Programs (faa.gov)). 

Penalties imposed for revenue diversion may be up to three times the amount of the 
revenues that are used in violation of the requirement (49 USC 46301(a)(3)). 

Audit Objectives Determine whether the airport revenues were used for required or 
permitted purposes. 

Suggested Audit Procedures 

a. Review the policy for using airport revenue. 

b. Perform tests of airport revenue generating activities (e.g., passenger facilities 
charges, leases, and telephone contracts) to ascertain that all airport-generated 
revenue is accounted for. 

c. Test expenditures of airport revenue to verify that airport revenue is used for 
permitted purposes. 

d. Perform tests of transactions to ascertain that payments from airport revenues to 
the sponsors, related parties, or other governmental entities are airport-related, 
properly documented, and are commensurate with the services or products 
received by the airport. 

e. Perform tests to ensure that indirect costs charged to the airport from the 
sponsor’s cost allocation plan were allocated in accordance with the FAA policy 
on cost allocation. 
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IV. OTHER INFORMATION 

The Federal Aviation Reauthorization Act of 1996, Section 805 (49 USC 47107(l)) requires 
public agencies that are subject to the Single Audit Act Amendments of 1996 (Act) that have 
received federal financial assistance for airports to include as part of their single audit a review 
and opinion of the public agency’s funding activities with respect to their airport or local airport 
revenue system. In the February 16, 1999, Federal Register (64 FR 7675), the FAA issued a 
notice titled Policy and Procedures Concerning the Use of Airport Revenue. This notice provides 
that the opinion required by 49 USC 47107(l) is only required when the Airport Improvement 
Program is audited as major program under 2 CFR Part 200, Subpart F, and that the auditor 
reporting requirements of 2 CFR Part 200, Subpart F, satisfy the opinion requirement. However, 
the notice provides that the AIP may be selected as a major program based upon either the risk-
based approach prescribed in 2 CFR section 200.518, or the FAA designating the AIP as a major 
program under 2 CFR section 200.503(e). 
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